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Reflections on the Identification of Tortious Product Liability of Autonomous
Vehicles

LIANG Jinjie
(School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Beijing University of Posts and Telecommunications, Beijing 100080,
China)

Abstract: With the advent of the artificial intelligence era, the autonomous vehicle industry has developed vigorously,
but it also faces attribution dilemmas arising from issues such as "algorithmic black box", "human-machine hybrid
driving" and the lag of legal norms. Based on the basic characteristics of autonomous vehicles at the current stage,
this paper takes the recently discussed Xiaomi SU7 autonomous driving accident as the entry point, and combines
the relevant provisions of China's current Product Quality Law of the People's Republic of China to analyze the
potential liability attribution difficulties when autonomous vehicles cause damage to others due to torts and product
liability is applied for accountability. On this basis, targeted countermeasures are proposed, including clarifying the
identification standards of product defects, reducing the degree of proof for consumers' causation, defining the scope
of application of liability subjects, improving defense grounds, constructing a hierarchical liability system covering
R&D, manufacturing, sales and other links, strictly limiting the application of the developmental risk defense
principle, and adopting the inversion of burden of proof for disputes caused by algorithmic black boxes. It is expected
to promote the sound development of autonomous driving technology, enrich the research content of the Product
Quality Law of the People's Republic of China in the field of emerging technologies, and ultimately achieve a balance
of interests between protecting consumers' rights and interests and encouraging the innovation of autonomous driving
technology.
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