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Transformation of contemporary value and functional analysis of Nanjian Yi
Ethnic Tiaocai Dance against the background of the changing context of folk
culture

ZHOU Yingxiang', WEI Meiru?

(1. School of Ethnology and Sociology, Yunnan University, Kunming, Yunnan 650091, China; 2. School of Liberal
Arts, Yunnan University, Kunming, Yunnan 650091, China)

Abstract:Against the backdrop of the evolving context of folk culture characterized by growing mobility and
advanced mediatization, the survival patterns and value functions of traditional folk customs have undergone
profound transformations. Based on empirical research, this paper explores the transformation of value functions and
the current implementation status of the tiaocai (vegetable-presenting dance) of the Yi ethnic group in Nanjian County
amid the current social development. By focusing on the social functions of folk customs, it is found that the
performance form of Nanjian Yi tiaocai has featured stage artisticization, cultural tourism contextualization, and
digital communication. It has transformed from a ritual practice embedded in rural ethnic communities into a cultural
and tourism integrated industry that boosts people’s income, a platform for fostering comprehensive literacy, and a
public cultural IP for exchanges. As a vivid case of traditional folk customs adapting to modern society, it embodies
the inherent vitality of the living inheritance of intangible cultural heritage, while also confronting the challenges of
the loss of authenticity due to commercialization and the demand for innovative development.

Keywords:Nanjian Yi Ethnic Tiaocai Dance; changes in the context of folk culture; intangible cultural heritage
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