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Identity and cultural anxiety in Singaporean Director Chen Zheyi's Film Wet
Season

CHEN Kuang
(School of Film, Television and Animation, Chengdu university, Chengdu Sichuan 610106, China)

Abstract: Singapore is a multi-ethnic immigrant country. During the historical changes from British imperialist
colonial rule, joining the Federation of Malaysia, to becoming an independent state after “leaving Malaysia”, it has
formed a multicultural situation where multiple races coexist and thrive. From the perspective of cultural conflicts,
Singaporean director Chen Zheyi's Wet Season reflects the cultural and spiritual predicament of Singaporean Chinese
people struggling to survive in a narrow space through the life window of A Chinese language teacher, A Ling, who
teaches at a Singaporean secondary school and experiences marital, career and cultural crises. It reveals the
fragmentation of Singaporean Chinese culture and the predicament of cultural identity recognition, the expression of
cultural conflicts in family ethics videos, the cultural anxiety and root-seeking attitude of Singaporean Chinese,
presents a corner of the social reality of the awkward cultural situation encountered by Singaporean Chinese, and
highlights the unique cultural identity and root-seeking anxiety of the Chinese community in Singaporean films.
Keywords: Singaporean Chinese-language films; Chen Zheyi; Cultural conflict Identity recognition



