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Nature and Intentional Nature: Aesthetic Significance and Construction of Wang
Zengqi’s Accepting Precepts

Wang Qi
(School of Humanities and Law, Yanshan University, Qinhuangdao, Hebei 066000, P.R.China)

Abstract: Wang Zengqi’s Accepting Precepts is a representative work of literature in the New Era and cannot be
simply categorized into any single literary school. The naming of Biqi Nunnery and the emphasis on physical pain
in the novel embody a naturalistic focus on the body, creating a tension with the title “Accepting Precepts”. However,
Accepting Precepts did not immediately become a phenomenal work at the beginning of the New Era literature;
instead, it interacted dynamically with the literary field and gradually established itself as a classic, thus forming
multiple layers of tension. This outcome stems from Wang Zengqi’s persistence in his unique writing style—a kind
of “intentional nature”, in which he consciously constructed his own aesthetic system. Therefore, Wang exerted a
profound influence on both New Era literature and contemporary literature, acting as a bridge between modern and

contemporary Chinese literature while expanding the connotations of literary realism through his creative works.

Keywords: Accepting Precepts; tension; nature
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