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The Fading of Existence and the Tide of Memory: On Illness Narrative and the
Jiangnan Memory-Space in Departing on the Boat

Liu Bowen

(Beijing Film Academy,Beijing 100088,China)

Abstract: As the directorial debut of Chen Xiaoyu, Departing on the Boat is filled with poetic imagery imbued
with the unique aesthetic temperament of Jiangnan. As the lens focuses on the lush, green landscapes of Jiangnan
steeped in an atmosphere of memory, a cyclical Jiangnan water town—caught in the interstice between transient
happiness and eternal loss—is revived within the frame. The "water town" is not merely a physical dwelling place
on a realistic level, but also a site of spiritual return for the soul following the erosion of modern family ethics.
Through the inscription of memory signs, the film delves deeply into themes such as nostalgia, the metaphor of
illness, historical trauma, the memory-space at the end of life, and Jiangnan in-betweenness, offering new pathways
for interpreting Jiangnan's regional culture.

Keywords: Poetic Cinema; Illness Narrative; Realm of Memory; Spiritual Wandering; Body Writing; Nostalgia
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