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“Empowerment” and “Re-enfranchisement”: Constructing a system for sealing
minor offense records for adults

LIN Jiongtai
(Law School of Shantou University, Shantou Guangdong 515041, China)

Abstract: As China's criminal legislation shows a trend toward minor offenses, the number and proportion of minor
offense cases continue to rise, making them the core focus of crime governance. However, the current system of prior
conviction reporting and the collateral consequences of crime lead minor offenders to suffer long-term social
penalties, such as employment discrimination, even after serving their sentences. This often affects innocent family
members and severely impedes the offenders' reintegration into society, making the establishment of a system for
sealing minor offense records an urgent necessity. The minor offense record sealing system mandates the confidential
preservation of case materials and information relating to the persons involved. Except for judicial organs requiring
access for case handling, or relevant entities applying for inquiry through statutory procedures, any entity holding
such records is strictly prohibited from disclosing them to the public. Currently, the construction of this system faces
issues such as an ambiguous scope of sealing, passive procedural initiation, imbalance between security and privacy,
and conflicts with existing supporting regulations. This paper takes "Empowerment—Re-enfranchisement" as its
logical thread, employing a research methodology of normative analysis and institutional construction to propose a
comprehensive design plan. This plan specifically includes rights-based implementation principles, a "two-step"
strategy for determining the scope of application, a court-led multi-agency collaborative mechanism, and a safeguard
system encompassing the exercise of rights and the restoration of qualifications. The system for sealing minor offense
records for adults is not merely a simple measure for information confidentiality, but rather a process that legally
"Empowers" the offender to restore their principal status, thereby enabling the "Re-enfranchised" offender to achieve
the goal of returning to society.

Keywords: minor offense; sealing of minor offense records; prior conviction reporting; collateral consequences
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