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Narrative innovation and breakthrough paths of international communication of

urban intangible cultural heritage
——multimodal analysis Based on WhereZhengzhou Short Video Series

CHENG Felinus
(School of International Studies of Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou Henan 450001, China)

Abstract:  Against the background that short videos have become the mainstream field of cross-cultural
communication, the international communication of urban intangible cultural heritage (ICH) still faces core dilemmas
such as high cultural discount, weak interactivity and insufficient narrative depth. Taking the bilingual short video
series Chinese ICH in the Twenty-Four Solar Terms launched by WhereZhengzhou, Zhengzhou’s official
international communication brand, as the research object, this paper conducts a qualitative study on 50 video corpora
based on the theory of multimodal discourse analysis. The study finds that this series has concretized abstract Chinese
philosophy through the innovative narrative framework of “solar terms + ICH”, relying on the modal collaboration
of language, vision and audition as well as poetic translation strategies, effectively lowering the threshold of
understanding in cross-cultural communication. However, it also has problems such as superficial content mining,
residual propaganda thinking and lack of user co-creation. Combined with cross-cultural communication theories and
digital intelligent communication practices, this paper puts forward optimized paths including in-depth narrative
construction, unified visual symbols, community ecological co-construction and technology-enabled immersion,
aiming to realize the transformation from “one-way output” to “two-way resonance” and provide operable practical
references for urban ICH “going global” in the digital era. In addition, Zhengzhou is the core city of Central Plains
culture and the main position of Yellow River culture. The international communication of Zhengzhou’s ICH is an
important carrier for the Yellow River culture to “go global”. The research results of this paper can provide specific
references for the international communication of ICH in cities along the Yellow River Basin.

Keywords: urban culture; international communication; multimodal narrative; intangible cultural heritage; twenty-

four solar terms
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