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Memory and Witness in Displacement: An Emotional Interpretation of Yu Dafu's
Nanyang Essays

CAO Yiman
(Yanshan University, Qinhuangdao Hebei 066000, China)

Abstract: From the fiery escape to Singapore at the end of 1938 to the forced evacuation in early 1942 due to
wartime conditions, the three years in Nanyang became the last special and complete phase of Yu Dafu's literary
career. During this period, almost all of his important essays were published in Chinese newspapers and journals in
Singapore and Malaya, achieving an intertwined expression of personal emotions and grand historical events within
the Nanyang context. However, the dual displacement caused by national disaster and family upheaval added a more
complex psychological layer to this southward journey, originally intended to establish a "cultural relay station" for
anti-war propaganda. Most of his subsequent writings still focused on Nanyang. When these texts are examined in
their specific historical context, it becomes clear that they are far from mere personal musings. The scattered pieces
in the Xingzhou Daily and Nanyang Commercial Daily not only record the spiritual memories of an exiled writer
amidst the flames of war but also, in a literary way, bear witness to the social life and historical narrative of Nanyang
during the war.This paper traces "emotion" as its thread, focusing on Yu Dafu's essays written during this period and
attempting to clarify the complex emotions they reveal in the unique Nanyang context.

Keywords: Yu Dafu; Nanyang essays; displacement; emotion
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