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The End of Nostalgia and the Inquiry of Ethics: The “Dystopian” Writing in Xin
Yukun’s Films

YUAN Wenli, ZHU Yating

(School of Finance and New Media, Guangdong University of Finance, Guangzhou Guangdong 510521, China)

Abstract: In Xin Yukun's The Coffin in the Mountain and Wrath of Silence, the films employ a stark brushstroke
to strip away the traditional countryside's "pastoral” imagination, presenting a dystopian vision of disordered values.
Here, the countryside is not merely the binary opposite of the city, yet it cannot avoid its disadvantaged position as a
“bearer of costs” in the process of modernization—it becomes a site where capitalist logic and local ethics collide
profoundly, a collision manifested through the erosion of rural civilization and the silencing of subaltern voices. By
analyzing three dystopian manifestations—spatial reconstruction, the disintegration of blood-tie society, and class
solidification—this study reveals that the ethical crisis in rural areas is both a projection of structural imbalances in
the process of urbanization and a symptom of the failure of traditional ethics to adapt under the impact of modernity.
Xin Yukun’s cinematic imagery offers a sobering record and profound reflection on the “ethical pains” inherent in

the Chinese path to modernization.

Keywords: Xin Yukun; ethics; nostalgic dystopia; spatial narrative; reflection on modernization
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