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Imagination and experience: Tanizaki Jun’ichiro’s “Chinese aesthetic
sensibility” in Kirin and Tears of the crane

LUO Yunhui
(School of Foreian Studies, Beijing Language and Culture University, Beijing100083, China)

Abstract: In order to investigate the “Chinese aesthetic sensibility” in the literary works of Tanizaki
Jun’ichiro(1886-1965), his first journey to China may be taken as a crucial dividing line, based on which the
manifestations of this sensibility in Kirin and Tears of the Crane can be systematically examined. The analysis
indicates that Tanizaki’s “Chinese aesthetic sensibility” falls into two distinct phases. Before his first journey to
China, it was largely shaped by reading and imagination, an “imagined Chinese sensibility” most clearly expressed
in Kirin. After the first trip, however, it developed into an “experienced Chinese sensibility” grounded in direct
observation and personal encounter, becoming particularly prominent in Tears of the Crane. Despite the differing
modes of representation in the two works, Tanizaki’s longing for China remains consistent and even grows more
pronounced. With the deepening of his life experience, this “Chinese aesthetic sensibility” gradually shifts from an
external form of cultural admiration toward an inner spiritual pursuit, unfolding as a process that becomes

increasingly profound and progressively individualized.

Keywords: Tanizaki Jun’ichiro; Chinese aesthetic sensibility; Kirin; Tears of the crane; imagination and experience
y y



