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A new interpretation of The Diary of an Envoy to the Qing Dynasty: the
dynamics of modern China and Japan from the perspective of literature and
history

Yan Jingwen

(College of Liberal Arts, Journalism and Communication, Ocean University of China)

Abstract: A Study, Collation and Annotation of Yanagiwara Sakimitsu’s The Diary ofan Envoy to Qing Dynasty,
through the methodology of giving value to speech, the book carefully interprets the whole book. On the one hand,
it accurately restores the political and social background at home and abroad with the help of historical data; On the
other hand, looking for clues from the perspective of literature has opened up a new dimension for understanding and
interpreting the historical materials of Sino Japanese diplomacy. Based on the methods of literary genesis and
knowledge archaeology, and with careful proofreading and annotation work, the book combs the mission itinerary
and personnel exchanges as a whole, and provides insight into the policy interaction and relations among China,
Japan and North Korea under the coordinates of East Asia. This paper discusses and analyzes the new achievements
of the book in the field of modern Sino Japanese relations from three aspects: the East Asian vision of looking at
China from the periphery, the research method of mutual verification of literature and history, and the text
interpretation of multiple theories.

Keywords: The Diary of an Envoy to the Qing Dynasty; Late Qing Dynasty; Modernization
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