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The power narrative and aesthetic breakthrough of “music and politics in
unity”

SHU Tao' ZHENG Kai Tao’

(Xi'an Conservatory of Music,Xi'an,Shaanxi, China)

Abstract: "Music and Politics in Harmony", a core proposition of traditional Chinese ritual and music civilization,
constructs a cultural paradigm characterized by the deep intertwining of music and politics. This paper traces the
historical genesis of "the symbiosis of music and politics" through the dual lenses of power narration and aesthetic
breakthrough. It examines the narrative construction achieved via the standardization of musical systems, the
dissemination of music education, and the compilation of musical classics, while also exploring the aesthetic potential
of music breaking away from power discipline in the contexts of folk music, literati refined music, and cross-cultural
exchanges. The study reveals that "Music and Politics in Harmony" is not a one-way power suppression, but rather a
symbiotic relationship featuring mutual contestation and dynamic balance between power narration and aesthetic
autonomy. This relationship has not only shaped the cultural character of traditional Chinese music, but also offers
historical insights for the diversified development of contemporary music culture.

Keywords: Music and Politics in Unity; power narrative; aesthetic breakthrough; ritual and music civilization;
symbiotic relationship
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